Assessing clinical decision making: is the ideal system feasible?
While caring for patients, physicians make a variety of decisions. Can current methods adequately determine whether these decisions are correct? If not, what improvements are needed? This paper begins with a review of several explicit methods to assess physician decision making. It then describes a more comprehensive system that would use Bayesian logic to assess whether a physician responded appropriately to the needs of an individual patient. Although sophisticated branching logic may be theoretically desirable, it may not be feasible. The paper concludes by proposing an explicit, potentially practical method that would judiciously use branching logic.